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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Paryushan Parva and Das Lakshana  
 
Jai Jinendra, 
 
Our temple construction is progressing well and your executive committee is working very 
hard to be ready for the Pratishtha mahotsav.  Since our last newsletter of July 2008, we are 
making good progress.  The tiles are currently being installed on both floor and the paint 
work has been completed.  Our existing center is also being painted to match with the 
exterior white marble work.  Anil Shah visited Makrana and Jaipur in India to coordinate 
the marble work shipment, inspection of murtis and to order murti accessories.  In total 10 
containers have been shipped and additional three containers are scheduled for shipment 
next week.  The first shipment is expected in the first week of September and the 
installation of the marble work is expected to begin soon after.  We have also placed orders 
for Dhaja dand, Kalash for the shikhar, Bhandars, Samovsaran as well as Kavach, Kundal, 
Bajubandh and Tikkas for the main murtis.  EC has decided to do bolis in future for all 
accessories we have purchased for the temple. 
 
As you know, our members approved for the JSGA to seek interest free loan from the 
members for building our temple.  Our lawyer has prepared the promissory note that will 
be signed by JSGA and given to the lenders.  We have included interest payment of 4% per 
annum to be paid to the lenders according to IRS guideline.  Our lawyer has prepared 
another “Donation agreement” document that will be signed by lenders to repay back the 
interest received immediately to the society as charitable donation.  So far we have 
received commitment of close to $400,000 from individuals and of this amount we have 
already received $275,000.  We are very thankful for their support to the society. 
 
We are now planning for the Paryushan parva and Das laksahana.  Paryushan parva will be 
held from August 27, 2008 to September 3, 2008 and we are pleased to inform you that 
Pandit Dhirubhai will be with us to celebrate Paryushan parva.  Das Lakshana will be held 
from September 4, 2008 to September 14, 2008 and Dr. Abhay Dagade will be with us 
during Das Lakshana.  The program details of the both events are included in this 
newsletter. 
 
Finally our society still needs more funds and I request all members to come forward and 
give donation or interest free to loan to our society to reduce borrowing from the bank.  
There will be a number of ghee bolis for the Pratishtha Mahotsav and during Paryushana, 
you will have great opportunity to participate in various Gheebolis.  For further 
information please see the details in the newsletter. 
 
Deepak Shah  (President)  
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Temple Opening Ceremonies and Pratishtha 
 
The programs for the Pratishtha mahotsav are as follow.  The daily details of the programs are being prepared 
and will be communicated soon. 
  
November 14 to November 24 

·  November 14 to 16 
·  November 17 to 20 
·  November 21 
·  November 22 
·  November 23 
·  November 24 

Temple Opening Ceremonies 
·  Drama and Other Programs 
·  Daily Lectures and Other Programs 
·  Entertainment Program 
·  Procession 
·  Pratishtha Mahotsav 
·  Dwar Opening in early morning hour 

 
 
Narendrabhai Nandu and His Group Visited Atlanta July 19, 2008 and July 20, 2008 
 
During the weekend of November 14 to 16, 2008, Narendrabhai Nandu will coordinate a Drama for three days 
and members will have unique opportunity to participate.  This drama has been performed at other centers and 
has been very successful.  Narendra Nandu and his group visited Atlanta on July 19, 2008 and July 20, 2008 
and explained the content of the drama that will be held during the pratishtha mahotsav.  Members also had an 
opportunity to see the drama on video and they enjoyed it very much.  Several ghee bolis took place during his 
visit.  More ghee bolis will take place during Paryushan parva and Diwali function in November. 
 
Pratishtha Committees 
 
The Executive Committee has decided to form various committees for the Temple Pratishtha Mahotsav.  The 
responsible people for the different committees have been identified and they will be contacted. 
 
Next several months will be very busy for our society and all members who will be assigned to these 
committees are requested to assist us. 
 
Fund Raising for our Temple 
 
We are still in need of financial help from our members.  We had initiated to seek interest free loan from our 
members.  So far we have received pledges from our members of more than $400,000 and of this amount we 
have received $275,000 from the individuals.  We are still accepting interest free loan from individuals.  The 
minimum amount that an individual can donate is $10,000. 
 
We are planning to have opportunity for all members to join in the fund raising event for our temple.  This is a 
great opportunity for all JSGA families to join in the fund raising drive.  Any individual who will collect 
donation of more than $1,000 will have an opportunity to participate in the raffle.   For every $1,000 collected 
member will have one entry in the raffle.  So more you collect in donation, the better your chances for winning 
the prizes.  We encourage all families and their children to join in this event.  The details of this fund raising 
program will be announced during the Paryushan parva.
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Jai Jinendra, 
 
This is your great opportunity to participate in various Gheebolis for the Pratishtha Mahotsav which 
will be held from November 14, 2008 to November 23, 2008.  The JSGA Executive Committee has 
decided to do the following Ghee bolis during upcoming Paryushana Parva. 
 

Mulnayak Pratishtha  on Main Level (41” Adinath Bha gwan)  
 

      
 
This is one of the most important events where families will have chance to do the Pratishtha of the 
main Mulnayak Adinath Bhaghvan.  To allow more participation, we have decided to give opportunity 
to maximum of five families by each donating $100,001.  The condition is that names must be 
received by September 1, 2008 and the payment received by September 15, 2008.  If the payment is 
not received by September 15, 2008 then the donation amount will increase to $125,001 and in that 
case the payment must be received by November 15, 2008 otherwise the next family in line will be 
given chance in the order received. 
 

Any family who give their name after September 1, 2008, the donation amount will increase to 
$125,001 and the full payment must be received by November 15, 2008 otherwise next family in line 
will be get the chance.  Maximum of 4 persons per family will be allowed to participate in the 
Pratishtha. 
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Murti Bharamani Boli for 4 (35”) Murtis adjacent to  the Main Mulnayak 
 
There will be ghee bolis for the following Murtis 
 
     Two on the main level (Parshwanath & Mahavirswami)  
 
     Two on the lower level (Shantinath & Sheetalnath)  
 
Adinath Murti 25” - Currently in our Jain Center 
  
This murti will be placed behind the Ghabhara facing 24 Tirthankaras. 
  
A maximum of 2 families (4 persons per family) for a minimum donation of $12,501 per family.  If 
more than two names received by September 1, 2008, then we will pull two family names from the list 
of names received. 
 
Drama on Bhaghvan Mahavir (Weekend of November 14, 2008) 
 
This drama will be held during the weekend of November 14, 2008 and members will have 
opportunity to participate by taking different character roles.  The Ghee bolis for the following 
characters will take place. 
 
Chadidar # 1 
Chadidar # 2 
Harin Gameshi Dev 
Pathshala Teacher 
Kulmahatra 
  
For the following characters, members can give their name by donating the amount indicated in 
parenthesis. 
 
Pathsala Kids ($101) 
56 Kumari ($101)   
Nav Lokik Devs ($151) 
  
The Ghee bolis for other main characters will take place during Diwali Celebration. Members will have 
10 days to pay for their bolis otherwise the next individual in line will be given the chance. 
 
All members are encouraged to participate in this most important event for our society. 
 
For information or questions on all Ghee bolis, ple ase contact Deepak Shah @ 770-552-2507. 
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Paryushana and Das Lakshana Programs – Other Details 
 
There will be Panch Kalyanak pooja on August 30, 2008.  Members can participate in Pooja by donating $151.  
Please give your name to Madhu Sheth at 404-325-0627 or Sampurna Shah at 770-552-2507 
 
We expect large number of members attending Paryushana and Das Lakshana and there are number of dinner 
and lunch events planned.  Muktaben Shah has sponsored the dinner for Mahavir Jayanti on August 31, 2008 
and we are very thankful for her continued support to the society.  Anyone interested in sponsoring other 
lunches or dinner, please contact Madhu Sheth at 404-325-0627. 
 
Like done every year, all members are requested to RSVP for all events no later than August 28, 2008 and 
members who have replied by RSVP will be given color coded passes and will have priority over those who did 
not reply. 
 
Activities for Children and Youths and Adults Summer 
 
American Adventure Outing 
 
Children and youths visited American adventure on July 26, 2008 and enjoyed the outing very much.  We 
would like to thank Meeta Parikh for organizing these events. 
  
Walk A Thon 
 
On August 10, members participated in Walk-A-Thon event for 4.5 Km and all members attended enjoyed it 
very much.  We would like to thank Tina Shah and Meeta Parikh for organizing this event. 
 
Membership Update / E-Mail 
 
We welcome the following new members to JSGA. 
 
Name     Type 
 
Gogari, Hemant and Jayshree  Annual 
Nath, Vijay and Rina   Life 
Shah, Himanshu and Shruti  Life 
Shah, Kiran and Deepa  Life 
Shah, Shetul and Krupa  Annual 
Shah, Shripal and Smita  Annual 
 
Request to Members to Pay their Past Due Ghee Bolis, Pledges and Donation 
 
We request all members who have taken ghee bolis and / or pledged donations in the past to pay their dues as 
soon as possible.  To date, our outstanding dues from the members are more than $175000 and we request all 
members to pay their dues as we need the funds for the construction of the temple.  To find out how much you 
owe, please contact Rajan Doshi at 770-638-3983. 
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Pictures of Actual Murtis 

 
 

           
 

Marble Work  
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Paryushana Parva 
 

Paryushana parva is the most prominent religious festival celebrated by the “Jains” all over the world.  The 
Jains are followers of Jina which literally means “the victor” or “the liberator” - one who has freed oneself from 
the bondage of Karma by conquering r � ga (attachment - deceit and greed) and dvesha (aversion - anger and 
ego) and achieved nirvana.  The Jinas are revered like God in Jainism who have acquired absolute knowledge 
but they have no desire to act in any good or bad manner to any one, nor they have any power to cause any 
change.  
 
There are two sects in Jain community: Shwetamber and Digamber. The main visible difference between the 
two sects arises when a monk enters the highest stage of tapasya (self-efforts towards attaining liberation) to 
become a “Muni”.  The Shwetamber Muni retains certain minimal clothing, while the Digamber Muni gives up 
all clothing.   Both sects follow essentially the same Jain philosophy and same process of seeking liberation 
with few minor differences in rituals.  The Paryushana parva is celebrated by both the sects around the 
beginning of the fall season.  Paryushana means to stay closer, to stay closer to the self -- to one’s own soul 
(atma). The Paryushana parva is thus an occasion for self-analysis and to enhance awareness of the steps 
towards the path of soul purification. 
 
The Paryushana parva is celebrated in Shwetamber tradition for eight days which is followed by the 
celebrations in Digamber tradition during the next ten days.  Though both celebrations are known as 
Paryushana parvas, the celebration by the Digamber sect is also known as the Das Lakshana Paryushana 
Parvas.  During Paryushanas, the Jains in both sects attend religious discourses by saints and scholars, study 
religious books and scriptures, exercise self-discipline and penance to purify their souls.  It is a common 
practice to take vows for complete or partial fasting and concentrate on the spiritual aspect of the life.  Fasting is 
observed for certain selected single days or for multiple days, and some fast for the entire 8 or 10 day 
Paryushana celebrations. Fasting cultivates Sanyam (self-discipline) and respect for all living beings.  Sanyam 
is required in the practice of non-violence and conservation of environment and natural resources for which the 
Jains are known to be closely associated with. 
 
In the Shwetamber tradition, the first three days are devoted to the understanding of the three jewels of Jainism 
namely, Samyag Darshana (rational perception), Samyag Jnaana (rational knowledge) and Samyag Charitra 
(rational conduct).  The fourth day is tapah divas for penance.  The fifth day is sapna divas when the fourteen 
dreams of Trishala Devi (mother of Lord Mahaveer) signifying the qualities of Lord Mahaveer prior to his birth 
are displayed.  The sapna celebration is very special in inspiring individuals to set high moral standards and 
aspirations at various stages from the household to the monk hood. 
 
The significance of the 14 dreams of mother Trishala are listed below: 
 

1. Elephant: symbolized her son will guide the spiritual chariot, and save human beings from misery, 
greed, and attraction of life.  
 
2. Bull: symbolized her son will be a spiritual teacher of great ascetics, kings, and other great 
personalities.  
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3. Lion: symbolized her son will be as powerful and strong as a lion. He will be fearless, almighty, and 
capable of ruling over the world.  
4. Goddess Laxmi: symbolized her son will attain great wealth, power, and prosperity.  
 
5. Garland of Flowers: symbolized the fragrance of her son's preaching will spread over the entire 
universe.  
 
6. Full Moon: symbolized her son will have a great physical structure, and be pleasing to all living 
beings of the universe.  
 
7. Sun: symbolized her son’s teachings will help people in destroying their anger, greed, ego, lust, 
pride, etc.  
 
8. Large Flag: symbolized her son will be great, noble, and a well-respected leader of the family.  
 
9. Silver Urn: symbolized her son will be perfect in all virtues.  
 
10. Lotus-Lake: symbolized her son will help to liberate the human beings who are tangled in the cycle 
of birth, death, and misery.  
 
11. Milky-sea: symbolized her son will navigate through life on an ocean of birth, death, and misery 
leading to Moksha or liberation.  
 
12. Celestial air-plane: symbolized all Gods and Goddesses in heaven will respect and salute to his 
spiritual teaching and will obey him.  
 
13. Heap of Gems: symbolized her son will have infinite virtues and wisdom.  
 
14. Smokeless Fire: symbolized the wisdom of her son will excel the wisdom of all other great people.  

 
The sixth day is sanyam divas (the day of self-control) and the seventh day is devoted to atma shuddhi 
(purification of soul).  The last day known as Samvatsari, is devoted in performing pratikramana (collective 
introspection).  On this last day, the Jains admit their sins and plea for forgiveness (kshama).   They seek 
forgiveness from spiritual teachers, family members, friends, relatives and all society members.  This also 
serves an occasion to remove any kind of mis-feeling and forgive all mistakes made knowingly or unknowingly 
by all living beings. The Samvatsari Pratikraman is attached with a very high importance during the 
Paryushana parva. 
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In the Digamber tradition, the Paryushana parva is a celebration of the following ten ultimate virtues (Das 
Lakshan Dharma): 

 
1. Uttam Kshama  (ultimate forgiveness, forbearance) 
2. Uttam Mardava  (ultimate modesty, simplicity) 
3. Uttam Arjava  (ultimate uprightness, straightforwardness) 
4. Uttam Shauch  (ultimate purity of thoughts and feelings) 
5. Uttam Satya  (ultimate truthfulness, true nature of soul) 
6. Uttam Sanyam  (ultimate restraint, self-discipline) 
7. Uttam Tapah  (ultimate austerity, penance) 
8. Uttam Tyaag  (ultimate renunciation, non-attachment) 
9. Uttam Akinchanya  (ultimate non- possession, non-accumulation) 
10. Uttam Brahmcharya  (ultimate continence; purity of body and mind) 

 
Each day importance of one of the ten virtues is elucidated. All Jain households are inspired to practice these 
virtues in daily life as much as possible. The understanding of first four virtues is essential in stoppage of influx 
of new karma.  In this regard, anger, ego, deceit and greed which are the four most vicious passions (kashayas), 
must be suppressed and eliminated with the cultivation of the first four virtues. The first virtue Kshama 
(Forgiveness) eliminates anger, the second virtue Mardava (modesty and simplicity) eliminates ego, the third 
virtue Arjava (open and uprightness) eliminates deceitful tendencies, and the fourth virtue Shauch (purity of 
thoughts and feelings) eliminates the greed.   
 
The fifth virtue of Satya (truthfulness) is not restricted to be truthful in speech only.  It also includes the efforts 
in knowing the true nature of substance, and more specifically the soul.  
 The sixth virtue of Sanyam (self-discipline) relates to control on violence in any manner (thought, speech or 
action) towards any living being, as well as, self-control on the five body senses and internal thoughts.  Practice 
of non-violence (ahimsa) which is a key fundamental principle in Jainism requires courage and training in self-
control.   
 
The seventh virtue of tapah pertains to building control on one’s own desires.  It is of two kinds -- physical and 
internal.  The physical tapah relates to fasting, keeping vows, and remain unaffected by physical pains, etc.  The 
internal tapah relates to penance, meditation, paying respect to or reverence for Samyag Jnaana-Darshana-
Charitraan and for saints and monks, and regular swaadhyaaya which means the study of the self (i.e. the soul) 
through reading, discussions, attending religious lectures and recitations.  
 
The eighth virtue of Tyaag (renunciation) pertains to detachment from worldly materials and diverting one’s 
concentration towards the self in soul purification. This virtue of renunciation and donation are considered 
synonyms.  An unselfish donation made for certain good cause cultivates the virtue of renunciation.   
The ninth virtue of Akinchanya is synonym to non- possession.  Beside the materialistic wealth, certain behavior 
and inclinations, such as, false-belief, anger, ego, deceit, greed, hate or disgust, fear, sadness, jubilance or 
laughter, sensual pleasures and displeasure, and excessive gender-specific characteristics are also categorized as 
possessions.  This virtue of non-possession or non-accumulation is considered to be the greatest virtue among 
the all ten virtues.   
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The tenth virtue of Brahmcharya encourages to restraint pleasure activities of all the five body senses.  The 
practice of Brahmcharya enables one to minimize physical needs, and concentrate on one’s own soul and its 
purification. 
 
The virtues of Tyaag, Akinchanya and Brahmcharya are rigorously prescribed for the monks, and the 
households are inspired to practice these virtues as much as possible with in the limits of their grahastha 
(personal, family and social) responsibilities.  
 
After the ten day celebration of the Paryushana parva, the Jains in Digamber tradition also celebrate 
Kshamapana divas (Day of Forgiveness) where they seek forgiveness of their family, friends, relatives and 
society members for any knowingly or unknowingly made mistakes, and forgive others unconditionally.    
 
The monks and saints observe the ten-day spiritual awareness rituals every four month, while the household 
Jains celebrate Paryushana parva only once during a year. 


