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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Jai Jinendra, 

On December 14, 2008, with great honor, gratitude and humility, I accepted my role as 
President of the Jain Society of Greater Atlanta for the year 2009.  I am grateful for all the 
support that I have received on this journey so far and even more grateful for the support that I 
know I will have in the future. 

Our society has been fortunate and we have had some great leaders who acted in the same role 
as I will fulfill this year.  I have had the privilege to serve under the past Presidents and have 
learned from their many accomplishments.  I believe that all of us need to keep reminding 
ourselves: 

1. What I can do for the society and not what the society can do for me. 
2. Teamwork is the core strength of our society 
3. Main goal – to provide a place of culture, spirituality and compassion for all 

During our Pratishtha celebrations, we worked together as a team and this helped achieve our 
goal of united community and made Pratishtha Mahotsav a successful memorable event.  We 
celebrated this auspicious event due to our faith in Jainism and our belief in its principles.  We 
were held together by the community that was formed 17 years ago and has grown since then, 
with wonderful people of our society. 

Our past missions (early 1990’s to late 2000’s) were focused mainly on forming our society, 
building our temple/center and providing a place where members could gather to learn and 
practice Jainism and we have accomplished many of them.  EC has established missions for the 
year 2009.  One of our missions is to continue to work towards creating an environment where 
members of all ages can continue to learn and practice Jain philosophies.  In addition, we will 
take upon responsibilities of managing, furnishing and expanding our facilities to cater to our 
growing community.  Last but not the least, we will initiate ways to continuously involve the 
young adults so that they can take an active part in building and growing upon our core values.   

In an effort to help meet our goals of 2009, we have established sub-committees (see details in 
the newsletter).  These sub-committees are formed with a cross section of our members; from 
the jubilant youth, the settled young adults, and our experienced seniors with their wisdom.  
Although, the EC will execute and coordinate all JSGA matters, we will give these sub-
committees opportunities to come up with ideas and bring their recommendations to the EC for 
making decisions. 

In closing, I want to re-iterate that the EC is encouraging all members to be open in their 
communication as everyone’s opinions and suggestions are welcome.  It is team work that will 
help accomplish our goals i.e. “Together Everyone Achieves More”, fits EC mentality. 

Thanks, Anil Shah 
President 
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PRATISHTHA MAHOTSAV 
 

November 14, 2008 to November 24, 2008 

The consecration festival “Pratishtha Mahotsav” of our very own Shikharbandhi Jinalaya was held from 
November 14, 2008 to November 24, 2008.  Since the time the pratimajis arrived to our premise we 
witnessed numerous miraculous happening. 
 
The auspicious consecration ceremonies “Pran Pratishtha” of the beautiful & captivating pratimajis of 
Tirthankar Bhagwan as Mulnayak in the Ghabhara areas in the two temples. 
 
Shree Adinath Bhagwan 41“Swetamber Pratima (upstairs) & 
Shree Mahavirswami Bhagwan 41“Digamber Pratima (downstairs) 
 
As well as Pratishthas for: 
 
Shree Parshwanath Bhagwan 35” (Upstairs) Shree Mahavirswami Bhagwan 35” (Upstairs) 
Shree Sheetalnath Bhagwan 35” (Downstairs) Shree Shantinath Bhagwan 35” (Downstairs)  
 
And pratimajis of Adhishthayak Guru, Devis & Devtas (upstairs) 
 
Shree Guru Gautam Swami    Sarasvatidevi  
Shree Manibhadraji     Chakreshwaridevi  
Shree Dharnendraji     Padmavatidevi 
Shree Nakodaji    Laxmidevi 
Shree Bhomiyaji     Shree Ghantakaranvir  
 
And the Pratishtha for 24 thirthankars in the bhomati area were all ceremoniously conducted on Sunday, 
23rd November, 2008 (Veer Samvat 2535 Kartak Vad Agyaras). 
 
The ten day mahotsav was spectacularly celebrated to sanctify this divine occasion and the ceremonies that 
were conducted by vidhikar Narendrabhai Nandu and his family for upstairs temple and by Mahipalji for the 
downstairs temple with the help of Dr. Abhaykumar Daghde.  
 
The main programs were held from November 20, 2008 to November 24, 2008 – Mantra vidhi, preparatory 
Pratishtha ceremonies, Maha poojan and main Pratishtha ceremonies, including the Dwar opening on 
November 24, 2008.  Jain devotees from all over the world participated and witnessed in this divine and 
sacred event in the presence of Pujya Jinchandraji Maharaj, Pujya Acharya, Shree Chandanaji, Pujya 
Shree Devendrakirtiji, Swamiji Shree Shrutpragnaji, Sadhviji Shree Subhamji, Swamiji Ashwinipragnaji, and 
two Shramanji from the Jain Vishwa Bharti Center, USA. 
 
Over 5000 total people attended this event and enjoyed it.  Now this event has become memory. 
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Pratishtha Mahotsav Pictures 
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New JSGA Executive Committee 
 
The JSGA election for the year 2009 was held on December 14, 2008 and the following have been 
appointed unanimously.  These individuals have taken the time off their personal affairs and elected to 
volunteer for the society.  These members have work, businesses, friends, families and many other 
personal matters; however they have opted to devote their time and energy to volunteer their 
services. 
 
Anil Shah  President 
Paresh Shah  Vice President 
Rajan Doshi  Treasurer 
Anup Shah  Secretary 
Ramila Lodaya Youth Coordinator 
Kiran Shah  EC Member 
Sameer Shah  EC Member 
 
Tributes to JSGA Members - Pratishtha Donations and Repayment of Loans 
 
During Pratishtha Mahotsav, members and individuals generously donated by taking various bolis.  Our 
vidhikar Narendrabhai Nandu, got our whole society involved spiritually and emotionally and was 
instrumental in raising the needed funds and we are very thankful to him and his family for raising the fund.  
We are proud to inform you that our temple will be completed without any debts and we have repaid the 
loans we received from individuals last year.  We are very thankful to Deepak Shah, his entire executive 
committee and many volunteers who assisted us in completing our temple debt free.  JSGA is one of the 
very few organizations in North America to complete a major project of this nature debt free and our whole 
society should be proud of this achievement.  
 
Outstanding Donations Dues and Receipts 
 
As mentioned earlier, our members have donated generously towards completion of our temple by taking 
various bolis.  We have received most of the funds from these bolis.  However, as of today, our members 
still owe us in excess of $170,000.  We request all members to pay their dues as soon as possible.  The 
donation receipts have been mailed out to all members.   
 
Please contact Rajan Doshi at 770-638-3983 if you have not received your receipts or if you want to find out 
how much you owe. 
 
Missions and Sub-committees for Year 2009 
 
The Executive committee has established following missions for the year 2009. 
 

1. Understand and Promote Jain Principles 
2. Complete Construction of Derasar 
3. Derasar & Center Management – Furnishing, Procedures, Guidelines, Operating Policy 
4. Record Keeping and Housekeeping 
5. Increase Involvement of Children, Youths and Young Adults 
6. Expand and Improve Our Facility 

 
Various sub-committees have been established for achieving the missions for the year 2009.  All Sub-
committees will work closely with the Executive Committee.  While Executive committee is responsible for 
the overall management of the JSGA, the sub-committees will be given assigned tasks and responsibilities 
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on an ongoing basis and will assist the Executive Committee in achieving the above missions set for the 
year 2009.  Each sub-committee has point of contact assigned and members have been assigned to these 
committees and they will be rotated as appropriate.  So if you are interested in volunteering your services, 
please give your name to any member of the Executive committee.  This strategy will allow more JSGA 
members to participate in the management of the JSGA.    
 
There are several success factors that are key to achieving our missions.  The executive committee will 
strive to work towards the following success factors to achieve our goals for this year and your cooperation 
will be greatly appreciated. 
 

1. Clear role of the sub-committees 
2. Provide good governance 
3. Give them sense of ownership with accountability 
4. Provide motivational environment 
5. Establish clear communication channels 

 
Facility Management 
 
·  Assist in the management and maintenance of our premises 
·  Recommend maintenance related improvements 
 
Members 
 
Indravadan Bhavsar (point of contact) 
Jayesh Gandhi  Raj Shah (Nilima) 
Dakshesh Bhalani Abhay Vakharwala 
Sanjay Shah 
 
Religious 
 
·  Religious activities are performed on regular basis and supplies maintained 
·  Assist in implementing procedures and guidelines for operating the Temple 
·  Suggest ways to increase participation 
 
Members 
 
Sampurna Shah (Point of contact) 
Niru Shah  Jyoti Shah 
Kala Shah  Kalpana Shah 
Mukta Shah 
 
Daily Pooja Rituals 
 
·  Coordinate daily pooja rituals, aarti and mangal devo 
·  Suggest ways to increase participation of members to do daily rituals  
 
Members 
 
Rajendra Shah (Point of contact - Evening) 
Dhanraj Sipani (Point of contact – Morning) 
Rahul Chhajed Jitendra Jain 
Mitesh Kochar  Arun Shah 
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Sandip Shah 
 
Kitchen management 
 
·  Coordinate kitchen and dining activities and procuring of food 
·  Seek and recommend ways to find sponsors  
·  Recommend improvements in the kitchen area 
 
Members 
 
Ramila Lodaya (Point of contact) 
Rajul Mehta  Hetal Momaya 
Chetna Malbari Daivesh Sanghvi 
Anita Shah 
 
Housekeeping 
 
·  Keep the facilities clean, tidy and organized  
·  Recommend improvements  
 
Members 
 
Saroj Bhavsar (Point of contact) 
Mukta Parekh  Sunil Mehta 
Sapan Kapadiya Madhu Shah 
Kalpana Shah 
 
Cultural and Entertainment Program 
 
·  Coordinate cultural and religious entertainment programs for the main JSGA events 
·  Recommend new programs and improvements 
 
Members 
 
Nina Sheth (Point of contact) 
Zarna Dhruv  Krina Bhavsar 
Palak Shah  Reshma Shah 
Shruti Shah 
 
Jain Education for All Ages 
 
·  Manage ongoing classes for the children, youths and adults 
·  Recommend ways to promote Jainism principles and increase active participation 
 
Members 
 
Manhar Parekh (Point of contact for adults) 
Sampurna Shah (Point of contact for children, youths) 
Virbala Jain  Prema Gandhi 
Madhu Shah  Anu Sheth 
   
Social and Outdoor Events 
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·  Organize all JSGA outdoor events by involving members of all ages 
·  Promote Jainism and increase active participation 
 
Members 
 
Manish Shah (Point of contact) 
Rajesh Gosrani Rajiv Shah 
Lisa Shah  Mona Shah Patel 
Neetu Trivedi   
 
Scholar Visitation 
 
·  Recommend scholars from abroad and within USA 
·  Make arrangements of Scholar visits and their stay 
 
Members 
 
Madhu Sheth (Point of contact) 
Bipin Shah  Minal B. Shah 
Raju Shah 
   
Activities for Children, Youth and Young Adults 
 
·  Organize all JSGA indoor events by involving members of all ages 
·  Promote Jainism and active participation 
 
Members  
 
Anu Sheth (Point of contact)  
Tina Shah  Nidhi Shah  
Sameer K Shah, Nikita Kothari  
Meeta Parikh  
 
Website / Photography / Video / IT Related 
 
·  Provide services in the following areas: 
 

o JSGA website 
o Photography 
o Video 
o IT Related 

 
Members 
 

Snehal Trivedi (Point of contact) 
Hitesh Shah Ketan Shah 
Punit Shah 

 
Temple Construction: 
 
·  Complete the construction of the temple 
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·  Recommend construction related improvements 
  
Members 
 
Deepak Shah (Point of contact) 
Anil Shah  Paresh Shah 
Madhu Sheth 
 
Digamber Liaison 
 
Representing Digamber group for maintaining communication link between Digamber group and the 
Executive Committee for their schedule, requirements etc.  
 
Point of contacts: 
 
Vijay Kothari  Anurag Jain 
 
Events Held in 2009 
 
The year has started well with many activities and we held following events this year. 
 
Chai Time   – A “Get to know” and “brainstorming” Session with Young Adults February 1 

 

There was a great sense of enthusiasm in the youth and young adults during the Pratishtha Mahotsav. 
Under the initiative of youth coordinator Ramila Lodaya, Chai Time event was planned as a way to continue 
to harness this energy and channel the youth and young adults ideas in the right direction.  Anu Sheth and 
Tina Shah planned this event.  More than 50 youth and young adults came together during the Chai Time. 
This provided an opportunity for the youth and young adults to connect better with each other and share 
and provide ideas that can better serve the needs of the age group. Many good ideas came forward which 
were broadly classified in the following four major catagories: Religious / Spiritual, Community/Outreach, 
Education, and Recreation.  With direction from the EC, Youth and Young Adults Subcommittee will work 
with various volunteers to implement the ideas from the Chai Time and organize events.  
 
First Kick-off Event February 15, 2009 “Capturing Our Hearts” 
 
The first kick-off event was held on February 15, 2009.  The event started with snatra pooja, the 
afternoon event started with Partishtha Mahotsav DVD launch, volunteer appreciation.  An audio 
visual slide show display of photos from the Pratishtha Mahotsav allowed audience to relieve the 
memories.  Anu and Rajan Sheth were MC for this event and provided brief history of the JSGA 
journey in the past.  All past presidents and current EC members were recognized for their 
contribution towards developments of the society. 
 
Current JSGA President, Anil Shah, along with Paresh Shah, Vice President EC laid forward JSGA 
initiatives for the year and also rolled out various sub-committees.  These sub-committees would help EC 
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achieve our missions.  The later part of the program was geared to Jain crossword puzzle, Kashay-Jaal and 
Moksha Prapti games made JSGA members of every age group to have fun and be active while still 
learning about Jain values and principles. We would like to thank all the volunteers who helped coordinate 
this event. 
 
A comprehensive set of 15 DVDs from the Pratishtha Mahotsav was launched for the society members to 
purchase at a nominal rate of $31. This set included a custom cover with 11 DVDs of videos and 4 DVDs 
worth of photos.  We would like to thank Sameer Shah and Kiran Shah for arranging to get these DVD’s and 
photos at a very reasonable price.  Any members who would like to purchase this complete set, please 
contact Sameer Shah at 770-870-0500  
 
February 21, 2009 - Vinod Daryapurkar 
 
A special event was organized based on the ideas emerging from the Chai Time.  Vinod Daryapurkar, 
active member of JSGA and founder of jainworld.com gave lecture on spirituality and peaceful Life in 
English and it was wonderful.  Following the lunch in the afternoon, Sameer Bhatnagar, guest speaker and 
local expert on Microsoft Excel program conducted an interactive workshop for JSGA members looking to 
increase their knowledge in excel. 
 
JSGA would like to sincerely thank Vinod Daryapurkar and Samir Bhatnagar for coming to JSGA.  We 
would like to thank Ms. Deepa and Shirish Gandhi to plan for this event and Hetal Momaya for planning for 
food for the event. 
 
Monthly Snatra Pooja and Mahavir Swami Pooja 
 
Monthly poojas were held in January and February.  The EC has decided to hold monthly snatra pooja 
(upstairs) every third Sunday of the month and Mahavir swami pooja (downstairs) on every first Sunday of 
the month unless there are other programs scheduled in which case they will be held on other dates. 
 
If any member is interested in sponsoring the pooja, please contact Sampurna Shah at 770-552-2507 for 
upstairs or Vijay Kothari at 678-560-4546 for downstairs. 
 
Harshad and Ramila Gandhi has sponsored the snatra pooja and lunch on March 15, 2009.  To prepare 
food, they would like to receive RSVP.  Please send your RSVP to Harshad Gandhi at 
harshad4@gmail.com. 
 
Community Update 
 
Shreemati Gunvantiben Rajnikant Shah, mother of Ms. Dipali Shah and mother-in-law of Mr. Kiran Shah 
of Decatur, GA suddenly passed away on December 23rd, 2008 in Mumbai, India. She was 64 years old. 
 
Bhupendrabhai Bhalani (father of Kamlesh, Sucheta, Dakshesh and Pramila) passed away on the morning 
of January 5th, 2009.  Our condolences to Bhalani family 
 
Rajni Shah completed 66 jatra of Palitana successfully. 
 
Ramila Gandhi did three updhan tap in India, first one lasting 47 days, second one lasting 35 days and third 
one lasting 28 days.  During these tap, she followed sadhu jivan under Aacharya maharaj. 
 
Bipin Shah to rejoice his wife Kalpanaben’s birthday, contributed $251 to JSGA on February 1, 2009 
 
Rajendra Shah who celebrated his birthday on February 14, 2009 contributed $101.  He came to the temple  
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early in the morning to do the Ashtaprakari pooja for our mulnayak and it was great experience for him. 
 
Chirag Shah contributed $101 on February 25, 2009 to observe his grand father, Rasiklalbhai’s first tithi 
 
Daily Rituals – Appeal to JSGA Members 
 
As you know, we have to perform daily rituals i.e. pakshal, pooja, aarti and mangal devo for mulnayak 
Adinath bhagwan.  These daily rituals are being performed by only select individuals.  We would like these 
rituals be done by as many members as possible. 
 
Just like Rajendrabhai did, if each very family member take the responsibility to do these rituals on their 
birthday, this would certainly help our society.  Member may opt to perform and sponsor the pooja on their 
birthday, wedding anniversary or any other important date.  Rajendrabhai states that after so many years he 
was able to do such service which he was accustomed to performing on his birthday when he was living in 
India.  He suggested that we recommend this to all the members to come forward and do this service on 
their birthday or other important dates. 
 
Please provide your name and the date you would like to volunteer to do these daily rituals to Rajendra 
Shah at 770-622-9282. 
 
JAINA Directors 
 
The terms of current JAINA directors, Manhar Parekh and Mahendra Doshi has expired.  Due to strength of 
our membership of more than 300 families, JAINA constitution allows us to appoint three directors.  The 
executive committee has appointed past presidents, Deepak Shah, Jiten Shah and Madhu Sheth to serve 
as the JAINA directors representing our society for the year 2009.  We would like to thank Manhar Parekh 
and Mahendra Doshi for serving as JAINA directors. 
 
Membership Update 
 
Our society membership is growing.  We welcome the following new members to our society 
 
Bhatewara, Chetan and Dipti   Life 
Bhandari, Kalpesh and Vinita   Life 
Chhajed, Rita     Life 
Doshi, Hasmukh and Sonal   Annual 
Dugar, Rajesh     Life 
Jain, Anuj and Shweta   Annual 
Jain, Sandeep and Nidhi   Annual 
Kathuria, Abhishek and Honey  Annual 
Kochar, Kunal and Kavita   Life 
Ostwal, Pritesh and Bhavna   Annual 
Parekh, Bhadresh and Bhavna  Life 
Patel, Chetan and Devyani   Annual 
Shah, Ketan and Falguni   Annual 
Shah, Nilesh and Reshma   Annual 
Shah, Satish and Pravina   Life 
Shah, Shaili     Annual 
Shah, Tushar and Vaishali   Life 
Sonigara, Vinod and Sapna Jain  Annual 
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Many members have not paid their annual dues for the year 2009.  Those who have not paid their dues for 
the current year are requested to send their dues to JSGA address.  For further information on your 
membership dues update, please contact Anup Shah at 404-551-3392 
 
Small Fire in Temple 
 
A trash can in the chandan room of our new temple caught fire on February 11 evening as a result of active 
vaat with flame not completely burned down that was placed in the trash can.  Although it was a small fire, 
our emergency system worked as it was supposed to and the fire engines were quickly dispatched to our 
site, fire was contained and there was no major damage.  

Following this incident, Executive Committee has decided that we need to limit our activities in the new 
temple until construction is completed and the occupancy certificate is received.  

Following are the temple hours for performing daily pooja, aarti and mangal devo rituals. 

Weekdays: 6 am to 7:30 am and 7:30 pm to 8 pm 

Weekends: 6 am to 8 am and 7:30 pm to 8 pm 

We request all members to understand the safety concerns until the construction related activities are 
completed and abide by the above schedule. 

General Body Meeting March 15, 2009 
 
The first General body meeting of this year will be held on March 15, 2009 from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM.  The 
agenda items are as follow: 
 
·  Temple Update 
·  Financial actual -2008 
·  Budget – 2009 
·  Capital Expenditures for 2009 
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Upcoming Events  
 
March 1, 2009 Mahavir Swami Pooja (Digamber temple) 9:00 AM 
 
March 15, 2009 Snatra Pooja 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

General Body Meeting -    2:00 PM – 3:30 PM 
 

April 5, 2009  Mahavir Swami Pooja (Digamber temple) 9:00 AM 
 
April 11 – 12, 2009 Mahavir Jayanti Celebration (details to be finalized) 
   Vidhikar - Narendrabhai Nandu 
 
May 3, 2009  Mahavir Swami Pooja (Digamber temple) 9:00 AM    

 
Picnic 11:00 AM – Dusk (East Johns Bridge Park, Gwinnett) 


