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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Jai Jinendra & Michhami Dukkadam, 

We are now three quarters into the year and our society has been busy during the summer 
months with many activities.  One of the missions for the year was to involve young youths and 
young adults.  The youth camp that was held in July was certainly an example of our success of 
achieving this mission.  This camp was held for the first time and it was totally organized by 
young adults.  The camp was a great success with over 55 children in attendance.  The amount 
of enthusiasm and vigor that the young children demonstrated surely warrants this camp to 
become an annual event. 

During the summer month our “Education for all ages” sub-committee worked very hard to 
enhance our pathshala program.  This committee worked very closely with the young teachers 
and established a new era for providing Jain knowledge to our youths.  The curriculum was 
enhanced for all ages and the new structure has been implemented.  On August 29, 2009 the 
open house was held for the parents and the program was officially launched on September 13, 
2009.  More than 90 children have registered for the classes.  The classrooms have been freshly 
painted with new furniture and upgrades.  There are five levels of classes.  My congratulations to 
all those who worked very hard at implementing this enhanced program.  Parents are requested 
to register their children for the classes if they have not done so. 

Paryushan parva and Das Lakshan parva were celebrated with great enthusiasm.  During these 
auspicious days, we collected more than $65,000 in donations and we thank all members for 
their support.  Your executive committee is working very hard to keep the expenses below our 
income level.  At the end of August, our operating income exceeded our operating expenses and 
the capital expenditures (excluding temple) by $43,000.  During Paryushan parva we embarked 
on DAD campaign – Dollar A Day.  As we all know our society is operating on member’s 
donation.  Just one dollar per day per family, if every family can contribute that amount; our 
operating expenses will be covered by this campaign.  Dilip Shah and Pravin Shah with support 
from other volunteers are working towards achieving this goal.  My earnest request to all 
members to come forward and be part of the DAD campaign and give your name to them. 

Last month, the Orlando Sangh visited us on September 12 and 13.  Members who visited our 
temples were quite impressed by our temple.  Now it is our turn to make a Chaitya Paripaty visit 
to Tampa and Orlando temple from November 20 to 22, 2009.  Please register your name if you 
have not done so to avoid disappointment. 

Finally, we are slowly getting closer towards completing the temple.  We are waiting for two 
containers from India to complete the construction of our temple.  Looking into future, we are 
concentrating our efforts on Diwali celebrations October 17-18 and the first pratishtha mahotsav 
November 6-8. 

Thanks,  
Anil Shah, President 
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Highlights of Events Held July – September 2009 
 
Jain Youth Camp July 20 – 23, 2009 
 

 
 

Volunteers for the Youth Camp 
 
We hosted our first JSGA Youth Camp from July 20 to 23, 2009.  There were approximately 55 children aged 
5-13 and 19 volunteers aged 14 and up. The 2 head counselors for the camp were Bijal Shah and Jay Mehta 
who did a fantastic job leading the counselor efforts. The children had a wonderful time and we are hopeful that 
it becomes an annual event. The mission for the youth camp was to promote the values and philosophies of 
Jainism through an interactive and fun 4 day summer camp. The children were involved in a number of 
different team building activities, interactive arts/crafts and even had some Hindi/Gujarati language classes 
which were taught by Prema Ghandi. The counselors did a wonderful job giving presentations on the camp's 
themes: Seva, Ahimsa, Satya and worship (Puja) in Jainism. Sampurna Shah was a great resource for the 
counselors throughout this process. On the last day of the camp the children and adults alike enjoyed the 
Carnival theme for the camp and played water balloon games, enjoyed a moon walk (thanks to Anu Sheth and 
family for sponsoring) and many other activities like relay races, mehndi, face painting and indulging in snow 
cones!  The stage program was a great success. 
 
The camp was mainly organized by a team of hard working and dedicated individuals who put forth a lot of 
time and energy to make this camp a huge success. Our hearty thanks to Meeta Modi, Neetu Trivedi, Krina 
Bhavsar, Anita Shah, and Anita Bhalani as head organizers for this camp. No camp is successful without great 
food. For this, a special appreciation to Ramila Lodaya and her aspiring team of volunteers who worked 
tirelessly in the kitchen: These include Chetna Malbari, Madhu Shah, Saroj Shah, and Kavita Shah. In addition, 
the camp committee would like to appreciate Prashant Bhavsar for handling many of the technical/printing/logo 
design work for this camp. He also helped with the T-shirt designs which were produced and sponsored by 
Sashin Shah. Lastly, we wish to thank all the parents who registered their children for this camp. 
 
Pathshala Program 
 
We have worked very hard towards enhancing our current pathshala programs to bring in more structured, 
organized and interactive programs for our children.  Thanks to everyone’s hard work and efforts the pathshala 
open house was held on August 29, 2009 and was a HUGE Success!!  The kids had a great time and the 
parents were thoroughly impressed!  Everyone loved the renovated classrooms and furniture!  T-shirts, bags, 
balloons, the Moonwalk, kids-friendly Jain lunch, in-class fun projects and Goody bags to take home, made it 
an AWESOME event for everyone involved! 
  
The new structured Syllabus includes more interactive teaching format, the addition of JAINA textbooks, 
teaching materials, and minimum of two teachers per class.  This will provide strong foundation for our children 
to learn more on Jain principles in future. 
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There are five levels of classes and the teachers are as follow: 
 
Age Group  Teachers 
 
3-4 Years  Madhu Shah  Anita Shah  Praveena Shah 
5 Years  Shruti Shah  Manali Shah 
6-7 Years  Prema Gandhi  Bhavna Kothari Meeta Parikh 
8 Years & Up  Sampurna Shah Anita Bhalani 
Gatha   Virbala Jain  Tushar Shah 
For all Backup  Chaya Gandhi 
 
All of the above teachers along with the Operation committee consisting of Anu Sheth, Tina Shah, Rajen 
Sheth, Palak Shah, Chirag Shah and Punit Shah have worked very hard to implement the new enhanced 
programs.  We are very thankful to all of them for their commitment and determination to turn this from a blue 
print to reality.  We now have over 90 pathshala students registered to attend the classes regularly.  If your son 
or daughter is not registered we encourage you to obtain more information from our website and encourage 
you to register them or please contact Palak Shah at 770-870-0500   
 
Paryushan Parva and Das Lakshan Parva 
 
This was our first Paryushan parva and Das lakshan parva in our new temple and was quite an experience for 
all members doing bhakti and pooja everyday.  The Paryushan parva was celebrated in the presence of visiting 
scholar Tarlaben Doshi and Das lakshan parva was celebrated in the presence of visiting scholar Samaniji 
Param Prajana and Amit Prajana.  The Mahavir Janma Kalyanak celebration started with swapana and 
bhaghvan carrying procession with hundreds of members singing from our parking lot to inside the temple with 
religious songs non stop and was followed by swapana ceremony.  During these auspicious days, we raised 
over $65,000 and this is quite significant considering the current economy.  On Samvatsari day we had three 
different pratikraman attended by hundreds of members.  On Parna day, we celebrated Tapasvi bahuman in 
the presence of Tarlaben Doshi for more than 25 members who did atthai.  On September 5, 2009 
Kshamavani day, we had religious cultural program that included variety of items from children, youth and 
adults.  All in all both Paryushan parva and Das Lakshan parva were celebrated with lot of enthusiasm. 
 
Orlando Sangh Visit September 12-13, 2009 
 
The Orlando sangh with 55 members visited our center and temple on September 12 and 13.  This is the 
second group visited us this year.  The sangh along with JSGA members did the snatra pooja followed by 
lunch.  All visiting members of the Orlando Jain Society enjoyed it very much and the feedback we received 
from them about our temple was very positive.  The Orlando sangh offered their invitation for us to visit their 
temple this year and we are pleased to announce that we are planning to do the Chaitya Paripaty later on this 
fall from November 20 to 22.  Details of this Chaitya Paripaty are included in this newsletter and are also on 
our website and we urge those who wish to join to register on line as we have limited seats available. 
 
Swami Vatsalya Dinner – September 19, 2009 
 
Swami Vatsalya dinner was held on September 19, 2009.  More than 300 members took part in this event.  
After the dinner, we had great garba and dandiya raas that was enjoyed by everyone present.  The crowd 
would not leave and kept on playing dandiya until we had stop for the day. 
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Scholar Visits  
 
We had a very busy summer with many scholars visited our center and gave lectures to our members.  We 
would like to thank the “Scholar visitation” committee to arrange for the following scholars during summer. 
 
Dr. Falguniben zaveri     July 11-12 
Pandit Dhirubhai     August 6-11 
Tarlaben Doshi    Paryshan Parva 
Samaniji Param Prajana and Amit Prajana Das Laksahan Parva 
Pandit Mahipalji    September 9-11 
Bhadrabahuji Vijay Jain   September 22-24 
 
Membership Update 
 
We welcome the following members who have joined us in the third quarter of this year. 
 
Aditya Shah    Annual  Ankit Shah    Annual 
Chandrakant Patel   Annual  Gulab and Movan Kothari  Life 
Jinesh Mehta    Annual  Krunal Shah    Annual 
Manan Shah    Annual  Maulik and Maunakshi  Annual 
Neerav & Rupangi Shah  Life  Nilesh Patel    Annual 
Subhash and Saroj Jain  Annual  Satish Bhakta    Life 
Virendra and Shantu Khona  Life  Yashan Dand    Life 
 
Online Membership Update 

We are pleased to inform you that you will now be able to update/view your membership information online 
(primary user per membership ID only). To do the update you need to have your e-mail registered.   

If your e-mail is not registered, you can request your e-mail address to be added by sending request to 
support@jsgatemple.org indicating your details.  Our main communication mode is via e-mails so we 
encourage all members to add their e-mail address.  The information that can be updated is as follow: 

·  Principal Name(s) & their Birthdays  
·  E-Mail Address  
·  Physical Address  
·  Telephone Numbers  
·  Children Names & their Birthdates (Aged 21 and under & living with you) 
·  Dependent Parents Names (living with you) 
·  Membership Type (View only)  
·  Membership Dues Paid (View only) 

In order to make this process as easy as possible we have created a video overview which we recommend 
that you view before making any changes. Please visit our website and watch the video and follow the 
instructions.  

Many members have not updated their membership records and we request all members to update their 
membership data latest by the end of October  as we intend to publish the new membership directory.  If 
you do not update your membership data, then we wil l use the current data we have on the record .  If 
you have any questions regarding online update process or membership please visit our website or contact 
Anil Shah at 770-232-1030. 
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Annual Membership Past Due 
 
Many members have not paid their annual dues for the year 2009.  The e-mail has gone out to the members 
whose dues have not been paid for the year 2009.  If our records are correct, we request all members to send 
their annual dues to JSGA address or give to any member of the executive committee.  We apologize for any 
errors or omissions and please advice us and we will correct our records.   
 
Please note the annual membership fee has been increased from $25 to $101 and the life membership fee has 
been increased from $251 to $501 effective January 1, 2010.  Annual members can convert their annual 
membership to life membership by paying the fee of $251 this year prior to the agreed increment effective from 
January 1 2010. 
 
Financial Update - August 2009 
 
The financial highlights for the year to date August 2009 are as follow.  Our operating income for the year 
exceeds the expenditures by approximately $43,000. 
 

Cash Income Received 
 
From Year 2008 = $87,419 
From Year 2009 = $130,226 

 
Actual Expenditures Spent 
 
Operating expenses 2009 = $78,421 (Budget $124,455) 
Capital Expenditures 2009 = $8,863 (Budget $65,000) 

 
Pratishtha Expenses paid in 2009 = $26,489 
Temple costs paid in year 2009 = $221,359 

 
Closing Balance Cash on Hand as of August 31, 2009 = $389,126 

 
Capital Expenditures Done this Year 

 
·  Play set 
·  Washer / Dryer / Freezer 
·  Storage Cabinets in Temple (Front and Back) 
·  Pathshala Classes Improvement 

 
Actual Spent YTD August $8,868 plus paid $6,667 in September 

 
Accounts Receivable 
 
Our total outstanding Accounts Receivables was approximately $127,000 (does not include dues from prior 
years).  The Individual member statements will be mailed out and we request to those members who have not 
yet remitted their donations to do so ASAP once their statements have been received. Please accept our 
humble apology in case the statement has any errors or omissions and advice us of the same and we will 
correct your statement. 
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Temple Update 
 
The interior work including redesign of the ghabhara on both the levels has been completed.  The exterior work 
is pending since we are awaiting the marble shipments from India.  One of the main reasons for the delay is 
obtaining our required quality of 1.5 grades 2” marble patia’s from our supplier.  Deepak Shah and Anil Shah 
visited India in September to coordinate final shipment of the balance of the marble and finalize the remaining 
payment.  Two containers are to be shipped in October.  We expect to complete the temple construction by the 
end of this year unless we experience delay in getting the marble from India. 
 
Our total estimated costs of temple construction will be approximately $3,252,000 versus the budget of 
$3,000,000.  The main reasons for the unfavorable variances are: excess marble wastage, additional freight 
and packing charges, additional marble that was required and not included in the budget, structural and stair 
tower modifications. 
 
General Body Meeting September 27, 2009: 
 
At the General Body Meeting held on September 27, 2009, Majority of our members approved the increase in 
membership fees effective from January 1, 2010. 
 
Approved Clause in JSGA BY-LAWS 
 
Article III 
 
Section1. Annual & Life Dues: 
 
The Executive Committee, with the approval of the Membership, shall establish annual membership 
dues, equal for each member. A member may voluntarily contribute more than his/her fixed dues 
and fees. Member’s children who have reached age of more than 21 years, should become Member 
by paying the above membership fees to enjoy JSGA member’s rights. Approved dues are: Annual 
membership fee is $101 and Life membership is $501 
 
The members can convert their annual membership to life membership by paying $251 this year.  Members 
who have not paid their annual dues for the year 2009 are requested to pay their dues as soon as possible. 
 
Website / Photography / Video 
 
Our website and photography/video committee has worked hard this year.  We have made many 
improvements to our website this year e.g. online RSVP, online membership update, perpetual calendar etc. 
and we have received positive feedback.  Our website is managed by Snehal Trivedi.  For every event we 
have captured memories in pictures and this activity has been managed largely by Punit Shah.  We would like 
to thank both Snehal and Punit for their hard work. 
 
Other Community Updates 
 
Jadavjibhai Shah, husband of Laxmiben Shah and father of our members Leena, Chandra, Varsha, Nitin and 
Naren and father-in-law of Suren, Prem, Dr. Suresh, Pravina and Kusum has passed away on August 4, 2009 
in Mumbai, India at the age of 86 years. 
 
Sri Pravinbhai Mehta, father of our member Amita Daivesh Sanghvi at his home residence at Kathmandu 
(Nepal) on 11th August 2009.  
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Future Programs  
 
JSGA Diwali Celebration October 17 – 19, 2009 
 

 
Saturday October 17, 2009 
 
Panch Kalyanak Pooja  2:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
Dinner     5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
Aarti / Mangal Devo   7:45 PM – 8:15 PM 
Garba / Dandiya Raas  8:30 PM – 10:00 PM 
Akahand Jaap    10:00 PM – All night 
 
Members can participate in the pooja for a donation of $101.  If you are interested in participating in the pooja, 
please give your name to Sampurna Shah at 770-552-2507.   
 
The Akahand Jaap will start at 10:00 PM and will continue till Midnight at least and may continue all night 
depending on the responses received.  There will be group of families that will rotate every two hours so 
please send your RSVP for the dinner, lunch and the Akhand Jaap indicating which group you would like to 
join by using links provided on the JSGA website. 
 
The Gheebolis for the Nav Smaran on October 18th and for the Dwar Opening, First Prakshal, and Ashtaprkari 
Pooja of our Anjansalkha Pratima Adinath Bhaghvan on October 19th will be done during the Pooja.  The 
gheebolis for the roles in the drama for November 6, 2009 will also be done during the Pooja. 
 
Sunday October 18, 2009 
 
Nav Smaran (Main level temple)  9:30 AM –  11:30 AM 
Mahavir Swami Pooja (Digamber Temple) 9:30 AM –  11:30 AM 
Aarti / Mangal Devo    12:20 PM – 12:45 PM 
Lunch      1:00 PM – 2:00 PM 
 
Monday October 19, 2009 
 
Dwar opening, First Prakshal and Ashtaprakari Pooja of Anjansalakha Pratima Adinath Bhaghvan for the new 
year at 7:00 AM.   
 
Members are requested not to do the above rituals before 7:00 AM.  Family taking the boli will be doing these 
rituals first.  We are looking for sponsoring dinner on October 17 and lunch on October 18.  Anyone interested 
in sponsoring this, please contact Ramila Lodaya at 770-924-0960. 
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JSGA – Chaitya Paripaty to Tampa and Orlando Jain T emples  

 
 

                                             
 
 
We are pleased to announce that we are arranging for the Chaitya Paripaty visit to the Tampa and Orlando 
Jain temples from November 20 to 22, 2009.  We have decided to go by charter bus which has a maximum 
seating capacity of 56 passengers. 
 
We will leave on Friday November 20, 2009 late morning and return back on Sunday November 22, 2009 late 
evening.  Further details will be communicated in the near future. 
 
The estimated costs of arranging charter bus of this trip will be approximately $55 per person.  The room and 
meal charges will be additional.  The estimated hotel charges will be $35 to $50 per room per day (taxes 
extra).  This event is contingent upon us receiving enough RSVPS’. 
   
 We had opportunity to host sanghs from Chicago and Orlando.  Now this is great opportunity for our society 
members to visit our respective communities and Jain temples in the south. 
 
We request you to RSVP by using the link http://www.jsgatemple.org/rsvp-orlando.html no later than October 
12, 2009 in order to finalize the charter bus arrangement.  The seats will be reserved on a first come first 
served basis. 
 
We will request you to pay the non refundable payment when we finalize the bus arrangement and this will 
be communicated to you by Mid October. 
 
For further information regarding this Chaitya Paripaty please contact Anil Shah at 770-232-1030. 
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First Pratishtha Mahotsav – November 6-8, 2009  

 

 
 
 
The first anniversary of our temple pratishtha will be celebrated from November 6-9, 2009.  We are pleased to 
announce that Vidhikar Narendra Nandu and his group who coordinated the pratishtha mahotsav last year will 
be joining us to celebrate this great event.  Please mark these dates in your calendar and plan to attend this 
event.   
 
The highlights of the programs are as follow.   
 
Friday November 6, 2009  – Dinner followed by Drama that will be coordinated by Narendrabhai Nandu.  The 
gheebolis for various roles in the drama will be done during Diwali celebrations. 
 
Saturday November 7, 2009  – Bhaktamar poojan, Dinner and Cultural program 
 
Sunday November 8, 2009  – Eighteen Abhishek on both levels and Dhwaja Ceremony followed by lunch 
 
Final and More precise details of the programs and timings will be provided during the Diwali celebrations. 
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Upcoming Major Events Calendar Dates 
 
Oct 15  11:00 AM Samuh Group Samayik 
Oct 17-18   Diwali Programs (see the details in this newsletter) 
Oct 19  9:30 AM Besto Mahino Pooja 
Oct 24  11:00 AM Snatra Pooja (sponsored by Sampurna and Deepak Shah) 
 
Nov 1  10:00 AM Bhav Yatra 10:00 AM 
Nov 6-8   First Anniversary of Pratishtha (details to be announced) 
Nov 20-22   Chaitya Paripaty – Tampa and Orlando Temples (subject to receiving RSVP’s) 
 
Dec 13    Annual General Body Meeting and EC Election 


